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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

MICHAEL HICKMAN, an individual, on his own )
behalf and on behalf of all others similarly situated, )
) Case No. 09-cv-5090
Plaintiff, )
V. )
)
WELLS FARGO BANK N.A., ) Complaint and Jury Demand
)
Defendant. )
CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT

Michael Hickman (“Hickman™ or “Plaintiff™), individually and on behalf of all others
similarly situated, for his complaint against Defendant Wells Fargo Bank N.A. (“Wells Fargo™ or
“Defendant™), alleges as follows upon information and belief, based upon, inter alia,
investigation conducted by and through his attorneys, except as to those allegations pertaining to
Plaintiff and his counsel personally, which are alleged upon personal knowledge.

Introduction

1. This is a case about Defendant Wells Fargo’s illegal reduction of credit limits on
home equity lines of credit (“HELOCs™) across the country in a transparent and illegal attempt to
limit its exposure to the troubled United States housing market by breaking its promises to
homeowners who obtained credit from Defendant. Defendant originated and owns billions of
dollars of prime and subprime mortgages, including the HEL.OCs ét issue in this Complaint.

2. Plaintiff Hickman, and each member of the purported class, had a HELOC for
which Defendant reduced the available credit in a manner that was both illegal and grossly
unfair. As a result of Deféndant’s wrongful actions, Plaintiff brings this class action on behalf of
himself and the putative class for declaratory relief, actual damages, and attorneys’ fees under
the Truth-in-Lending Act (15 U.S.C. § 1640(a)), damages for breach of contract, damages for
breach of the implied covenant of good faith and fair dealing, damages, injunctive and equitable
relief under the Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Business Practices Act (815 ILCS 505/1

et seq. (2000)), and equitable relief under principles of common law.
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