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“During the course of the U. S, Attorney investigation, we have attempt=d to leam
why nine talented U.S. Attorneys were fired in the middle of President Bush's sacond

~ Top members of Mr. Gonzales’s staff altended pre-election White House political
briefings led by Kart Rove and his aldes. Mr. Gonzales authorized almost S00 peopls In

- the White House to have communications about angoing civil and criminal Investigations
with at least 42 Department officiais.
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Some federal indictments wers timed so as to have & maximum impact on
upcoming elections. And evidencs suggests that nine U.S, Altomeys were fired in part
because they refused to make prosacutorial decisions for politically-motivated reasons.

This hearing will expiore whether political considerations mproperly influanced
prosacutorial judgments in several cases across the couniry, In Juty, Chairman
Conysrs, Mr. Davis, Ms. Baldwin, and | requested docurnents from the Justice
Department on tivee alleged selactive prosecutions that we belleve require additional
investigation: former Alabama Gavemor Don Slegelman, Wisconsin state official
Georgla Thompson, and Cyrit Wecht, a prominent fonmer Damocratic coroner in
Pittsburgh. Threé months have passed sirca our original request, and we stil] do not
have an adequate responge from tha Depariment. ‘ :

While our document request focused on three cases of alleged salactive
prosecution, severs! other cases hava come to my atiention since wa started the U.S,
Attomney investigalion, ' .

Im ang committee action.

At this time | would ask Unanimous consent to enter jetters regard; & CANes
of Mr. @en Mr. Palivas, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Acevedo-Viia %o the mmﬁ

Anecdotal concems regarding alleged politically based, select prosecutions have
bean reinforced by an academic study by Professors Donald Shialds, a witness at
today's hearing, and John Cragan, The study found federal prosecutors during the Bugh
Administration have indictad Democratic officeholdars far mare fraquently than their
Repubiican courterparts. | look forward to hearing Professor Shields’ tastimony today
and to gaining a better tnderstanding as to why Democrats are disproportiotratety
targeted for faderal prosacution.

| was encouraged that, when Atiorney General nominee Michasl Mukasay was
asked about the role of politics in law anforcement dacision, he responded, “partisan
poiltica plays no part in either tha bringing of charges or the iming of charges.”

However, as we leamed from the divergence of Mr. Ganzales's initial public
statements from his actions af the Department, | will resarve jJudgment on Mr, Mukasay
untl we are certain that his actions reflect the interests of the American people rathar
than simply the President. .

I hope that if confirmed, Mr., Mukasey will act quickly to remove the cloud of
politici over the Justice Department and help steer the Dapariment back to ils core
mission: to guarantee fair and impartial administration of justice for all Americans.
Ensuring that US.8. Attomaeys base prosecutions on legitimate crimes instead of poiitical
considerations wouid be a good start, The Amarican people need to be assured that
poiitical calcuiations do not determine whether an individual is arrested or prosacuted.
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